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The aim of this conference is to consider the role and the function of music in the construction of identity of the different European nations between 1830 and 1918. The crux of the problem seems to be that of construction, since it is commonly understood among historians and ethnologists that the idea of ‘nation’ and that of ethnic group are above all constructions of identity. Two reasons support this idea. Firstly, national identities are products which have been artificially developed by people in search of a collective identity. Secondly, these identities have in turn constituted a group of referential cultural values. However, the concept of construction should equally be considered from various angles: the historical side, linked to the emergence of nationalism and the construction of modern nations; the philosophical aspect, in connexion with the romantic theories which ascribed to music the property of being the direct expression of the human soul and by extrapolation that of the soul of the whole nation; and particular geographical approaches.

Indeed the formation of national identities poses different problems according to whether the country is one of the larger nations (France, Germany) or whether it is on the fringe of Europe. In the latter case, musical identity was often determined, partially or totally, by neighbouring and/or foreign cultures. This is the case of countries such as Greece, Romania and Switzerland.

In reconsidering the different national musical styles, whether they concern popular music —or folklore, a term which it would be appropriate to define in the present context— or art music, the conference aims to show how they can be interpreted as constructions rather than natural data used by nations in order to define themselves. These reflections on national music could be stretched to include regional music, since the problems of identity are often similar. A study of such regions suffering an identity crisis in the nineteenth century such as Alsace or the French Basque region could be particularly rewarding.

The discussion shall therefore concentrate on the different aspects of identity construction in the field of music from the beginning of the nineteenth century up until the First World War. It shall attempt to clarify the extent of the influences common to different nations, for example, the European political context, the sociological context, or the ideological context. It shall also attempt to shed light on the measure of influence specific to individual countries, such as individual history, culture, antecedents. The following subject areas in particular shall be discussed:

1. The creation of a national art music (the national schools)
2. The categories of “national” versus “universal”

3. The interest in folklore; the research into folklore as an ideological process
4. The role of  music during periods of revolution and war (1848 revolution, wars of independence, Franco-Prussian War, First World War)

5. The rejection of minority music, and its eradication from the repertoire
The languages of the conference are French, German, and English. The conference will be held over two days, with approximately 15 papers each lasting 25 minutes. Proposals for papers should be sent, via e-mail, to the two members of the Organising Committee before 15th May 2007. Proposals, in French, German, or English, should include a provisional/ working title, an abstract of 300 words maximum, and a short CV.

The proceedings will be published.
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