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Bouncers and Multiculturalism: the Political Stakes of Nightlife in Paris and Berlin

This presentation situates the practices of Berlin and Paris nightclub door-staff in the broader national and intercultural contexts of their respective nation-states. Using interviews, anecdotes, media coverage, and online discussion, it examines the ways in which practices of (and discourses around) "selection" at these nightclubs resonate in surprising ways with state policies for immigration, citizenship, and cultural difference. In the context of recent debates about national belonging and multiculturalism, this presentation draws attention to another scene of belonging—one of leisure and entertainment rather than of citizenship and public policy. It will recount the recent controversies regarding ethnic minorities in Germany and France, enriched by a historical sketch of their respective cultural and citizenship policies—particularly in relation to multiculturalism (e.g., Leitkultur, Parallelgesellschaften, citoyenneté, anti-racisme). It also assesses instances of exclusion at Berliner and Parisian nightclubs in light of interviews with participants in local club scenes. In doing so, this paper intervenes in scholarship on inter-/multicultural policies, assembles an account of recent political controversies, and highlights the ways in which institutions of belonging negotiate diversity and social cohesion by excluding certain "unintegrated" forms of difference.

